Pew Reflections
Ordinary Sunday 4 [Epiphany 4] — Sunday 29 January 2023

« Micah 6.1-8; Psalm 15; 1 Corinthians 1.18-31; Matthew 5.1-12

In his ‘sermon on the mount’ Jesus tells us about the kinds of people who will
be blessed by God: the poor in spirit, those who mourn, the meek, those who
hunger and thirst for righteousness, the merciful, the pure in heart, the
peacemakers, the persecuted, the reviled. We can see that none of these are
what would normally be thought of as successful people. God’s values do not
align with worldly attainment. Those who will be blessed by God have already
been dismissed by the world as being irrelevant failures, yet God’s heart
treasures them. How can we renounce things like status, power, and worldly
wealth for those things that God finds value in?

e Lord Jesus Christ, may | always value what you value, eschewing those
things of no ultimate significance.

» Give thanks for the work and witness of the Church of the Province of
Myanmar.

Text: Robert McLean © Anglican Board of Mission, 2023

Reflection

New Year’s resolutions are offered with the best intentions, though so often
have the worst follow through. We may aim too high, or expect to implement
things that have previously passed us by in our busyness.

What resolution is significant, yet simple enough to maintain this year?
For nearly 3,000 years, from ancient times, Jesus’ teachings, emerging Church
life, to now, these readings hold a common message
“What does God require of me today? “
Every day is a new beginning. God welcomes us each morning. Why not
resolve to humbly welcome God into our life each day? Micah 6:8 offers a
culmination of living in God’s Way that is simple, sound, sensible and saintly.
Act Justly, Love Constantly, Live Humbly
Jesus reframes it to finding happiness and peace through living in God’s Way.
May our year ahead be one where we welcome our God each morning,
recommit to living in God’s Way, and seek the strength to follow this through.
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Sentence

Now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now
I know only in part; then | will know fully, even as | have been fully
known. 1 Corinthians 13.14

Collect

Righteous God,

you confound the world’s wisdom

by giving your blessing to the lowly and pure in heart:
give us such a hunger and thirst for justice

and perseverance in striving for peace,

that in our words and deeds

the world may see the promise of your kingdom,
which has been revealed in Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

First Reading: Micah 6.1-8

T Hear what the Lord says:

Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills hear
your voice. 2 Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the Lord, and
you enduring foundations of the earth; for the Lord has a controversy
with his people, and he will contend with Israel. 3 ‘O my people, what
have | done to you? In what have | wearied you? Answer me! 4 For |
brought you up from the land of Egypt, and redeemed you from the
house of slavery; and | sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. 50
my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, what
Balaam son of Beor answered him, and what happened from Shittim
to Gilgal, that you may know the saving acts of the Lord .’ ¢ ‘With
what shall | come before the Lord, and bow myself before God on
high? Shall | come before him with burnt-offerings, with calves a year
old? 7 Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with tens of
thousands of rivers of 0il? Shall | give my firstborn for my
transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?’ & He has
told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord require of
you

but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your
God?

For the word of the Lord, Thanks be to God.
Psalm 15



' Lord, who may abide in your tabernacle:

or who may dwell upon your holy hill?
2 Whoever leads an uncorrupt life

and does the thing which is right:

who speaks the truth from the heart,

and has not slandered with the tongue;
3 Who has done no evil to a friend:

nor vented abuse against a neighbour;
4 In whose eyes the worthless have no honour:

but who makes much of those that fear the Lord;
5> Whoever has sworn to a neighbour:

and will not go back on that oath;
6 Who has not put money to usury:

nor taken a bribe against the innocent.
7 Whoever does these things:

shall never be overthrown.

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1.18-31

18 For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For
it is written, ‘I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the
discernment of the discerning | will thwart.’ 20 Where is the one who
is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not
God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since, in the
wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God
decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those
who believe. 22 For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom,

23 but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling-block to Jews and
foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to those who are the called, both Jews
and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 For
God'’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is
stronger than human strength. 26 Consider your own call, brothers and
sisters: not many of you were wise by human standards, not many
were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose what
is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in
the world to shame the strong; 28 God chose what is low and despised
in the world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing things that are,
29 so that no one might boast in the presence of God. 30 He is the
source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from

God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 31 in order
that, as it is written, ‘Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.’

For the word of the Lord, Thanks be to God.

Gospel Reading: Matthew 5.1-12

1T When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he
sat down, his disciples came to him. 2 Then he began to speak, and
taught them, saying: 3 ‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven. 4 ‘Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be
comforted. 5 ‘Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the

earth. ¢ ‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
for they will be filled. 7 ‘Blessed are the merciful, for they will
receive mercy. 8 ‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see
God. 9 ‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children
of God. 10 ‘Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’
sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11 ‘Blessed are you when
people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against
you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is
great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets
who were before you.
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